
 
 

To: South Australian Environment Protection Authority  

Re: State of the Environment Report 2023 

28 September 2022 

 

Introduction  

AMEC welcomes the opportunity to provide a submission to the South Australian Environment 

Protection Authority’s (EPA) public consultation on the to inform the development of the State of the 

Environment Report for 2023 (SOER 2023).  

About AMEC 

The Association of Mining and Exploration Companies (AMEC) is a national industry association 

representing over 520 member companies across Australia, with 36 member companies with direct 

project interests in South Australia. Our members are mineral explorers, emerging miners, producers, 

and a wide range of businesses working in and for the industry. Collectively, AMEC’s member 

companies account for over $100 billion of the mineral exploration and mining sector’s capital value. 

Mineral exploration and mining make a critical contribution to Australia’s economy, directly employing 

over 274,000 people. In 2020/21 Industry generated a record high $301 billion in mining exports, 

invested $3.2 billion in exploration expenditure to discover the mines of the future, and collectively 

paid over $39.3 billion in royalties and taxes.  

In South Australia in 2021-2022(FY) mineral exploration expenditure was at an 8-year high at $122.3 

million, a 34% increase from the previous year, and $2.5 billion was spent on capital expenditure. In 

2020-21, over $237 million was generated in royalties from the $7.1 billion in mineral commodity 

sales, representing a record high.  

State of the Environment Report 2023 

General Comments 

South Australia’s mineral exploration and mining industry recognises the importance of protecting and 

rehabilitating the natural environment, at every stage of the exploration to development cycle. We 

comply with stringent regulatory standards, and regularly meet and exceed community expectations 

regarding the environment, in acknowledgement of our ongoing commitments to providing high 

standards of care for our operations across a wide range of natural environments.  

Mineral explorers and miners in South Australia must develop programs for environmental protection 

and rehabilitation (PEPR), an operational document describing how mining operations will be 

undertaken, supported by detailed, science-based assessment of technical strategies, systems and 

compliance criteria against environmental outcomes. PEPRs are an important step in the approvals 

pathway for our industry, involving collaboration from the Department for Energy and Mining (DEM), 

Department for Environment and Water (DEW), and the EPA.  
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The development of the SOER 2023 over the next 12 months, will result in the publication of a five-

yearly report outlining the condition of South Australia’s natural environment, under the Environment 

Protection Act 1993 (EP Act). This report is important in providing information about the current state 

of South Australia’s environment, and will play a role in informing future policy and decision-making. 

Climate Change 

Mining and mineral exploration companies are actively investing in best practice and greener 

technologies to reduce their greenhouse gas emissions due to increased demand for improved 

environmental, social and governance (ESG) practices. 

AMEC and our industry, supports a national bipartisan response to emissions reduction and 

abatement through unified and consistent action, led by the Australian Commonwealth Government, 

including:  

▪ Government policy that appropriately reflects Australia’s dependence on the jobs and combined 

revenues generated by the various sectors of the resources industry; 

▪ An integrated, orderly, phased transition to a low carbon Australian economy aligned to the 

national commitments made under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 

(UNFCCC) that allows flexible solutions and continued and sustainable economic development in 

line with UNFCCC Article 3, Principle 41i; 

▪ Government policy that does not significantly disadvantage new entrants in comparison with 

established companies; 

▪ The equitable implementation of commitments across each sector of the economy and 

Government; 

▪ A Government policy that does not disadvantage trade exposed industries and workers in trade 

exposed industries in comparison to international competitors or result in carbon leakage; 

▪ Any amendment of policy: 

o Aligns with existing international obligations and commitments; 

o Are implemented transparently, gradually and in consultation with Industry; 

o The development and deployment of low emissions and abatement technologies with a 

focus on outcomes rather than fuel or technology type;  

o Prioritise the lowest cost abatement and avoid duplication of emission regulation and 

offsets between jurisdictions; 

o Companies should be accountable for Scope 1 emissions alone in line with the Federal 

Policy Framework;  

 

1 UNFCCC Article 3; Principle 4: The Parties have a right to, and should, promote sustainable development. 

Policies and measures to protect the climate system against human-induced change should be appropriate for 
the specific conditions of each Party and should be integrated with national development programmes, taking into 
account that economic development is essential for adopting measures to address climate change. 
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o Scope 2 and 3 emissions should not be included in the calculation of Greenhouse Gases 

that a regulator expects to be abated; 

o A policy that rewards innovation and Greenhouse Gas abatement that surpass regulated 

levels; 

o Reinvesting all revenues raised from emissions reduction regulation directly in reducing 

Australia’s national Greenhouse Gas emissions profile. 

It is important that the State and Territory Government policy and regulatory approaches should align 

with that of the Commonwealth Government and Australia’s international commitments entered into 

by the Commonwealth.  

Water 

Access to stable, readily available sources of water is crucial to the ongoing success of mineral 

exploration and mining projects. The commodities South Australia is known to host, including but not 

limited to gold, copper, silver, magnetite, hematite, iron ore, rare earth elements, graphite, kaolin, 

nickel, cobalt, manganese, halloysite, all require cost-effective, secure water supplies. The Northern 

Water Supply has the potential to unlock more secure and affordable water for South Australian 

regions and a range of industries, to support sustainable growth. AMEC welcomes its progress and 

development. 

The availability of affordable and steady supplies of water is a key factor to the development of the 

mineral exploration and mining sector, and our ability to unlock regions such as the Braemar, for 

elements that have untapped potential in South Australia. The long-term and wide-ranging benefits to 

the State and local communities from supporting the growth of South Australia’s minerals sector, 

including its emerging magnetite sector, include the development of roads, hospitals, schools and 

public infrastructure, is dependent on access to water. 

With a range of biosphere and hydrogeological differences across South Australian regions, it is 

important that adaptive water management practices reduce the need for prescription, and balance 

current water access challenges, whilst being sustainable into the future.  

Native Fauna and Vegetation 

Mineral explorers and miners in South Australia comply with State and Commonwealth legislation, 

relating to all aspects of the environment, including native fauna and vegetation. Our sector 

undertakes minimal native vegetation clearance, especially in comparison with other industries, 

recognising the importance of compliance with heavily regulated environmental frameworks, at all 

stages of the mineral exploration and mining life cycle.  

AMEC and our member support increased transparency and streamlined approvals in native 

vegetation and fauna processes, to reduce uncertainty for proponents, stakeholders, landholders, and 

communities. We prioritise agreement making and building community support, through strong, 

ongoing engagement with relevant stakeholders.  

Supporting bilateral approvals and state-based accreditation has been a long-term advocacy objective 

of AMEC’s, to ensure risk-based approaches, relevant to each jurisdiction’s unique operating 
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environment, result in optimal outcomes for the environment, whilst balancing project development 

checks and balances. 

Waste Management 

Waste management is an important, inevitable aspect of exploration and mining. Across South 

Australia industry is investing in advanced methods of waste reduction, and embracing innovative 

ways to minimise impacts. We continue to explore opportunities to support a circular economy and 

reduce waste that goes directly to landfill. 

Final Comment 

AMEC appreciates the opportunity to provide input to the development of South Australia’s SOER 

2023, and extend an offer to meet with the EPA to discuss. The mineral exploration and mining 

industry in South Australia is primed for growth, with a range of exciting projects across the state, at 

various stages of the development pipeline.  

We look forward to continued engagement, and opportunities to highlight the innovation proactive 

approach our members adopt to ensure impacts on the natural environment are minimised, to meet 

community and streamlined approval process requirements. 

 

For further information please contact: 

Sam Panickar 

Manager – SA, AMEC 

0423 914 249 

 

 


