
 
 

To: Environment Protection Authority (EPA) South Australia  

Re: Draft Environment Protection (Commercial and Industrial 
Noise) Policy 2022  

23 November 2022 

 

Introduction  

AMEC appreciates the opportunity to provide a submission to the South Australian EPA’s consultation 

on the draft Environment Protection (Commercial and Industrial Noise) Policy 2022 and draft 

indicative noise level guidelines, regulated under the Environment Protection Act 1993 (EP Act).  

About AMEC 

The Association of Mining and Exploration Companies (AMEC) is a national industry association 

representing over 540 member companies across Australia, with over 37 member companies with 

direct project interests in South Australia. Our members are mineral explorers, emerging miners, 

producers, and a wide range of businesses working in and for the industry. Collectively, AMEC’s 

member companies account for over $100 billion of the mineral exploration and mining sector’s 

capital value. 

Mineral exploration and mining make a critical contribution to Australia’s economy, directly employing 

over 274,000 people. In 2020/21 Industry generated a record high $301 billion in mining exports, 

invested $3.2 billion in exploration expenditure to discover the mines of the future, and collectively 

paid over $39.3 billion in royalties and taxes.  

In South Australia in 2021-2022(FY) mineral exploration expenditure was at an 8-year high at $122.3 

million, a 34% increase from the previous year, and $2.5 billion was spent on capital expenditure. In 

2020-21, over $237 million was generated in royalties from the $7.1 billion in mineral commodity 

sales, representing a record high.  

Draft Commercial and Industrial Noise Policy 2022 

General Comments 

The draft policy and associated indicative noise level guidelines are directly relevant to commercial 

and industrial developments and activities, but will undoubtedly interact with mining operations across 

South Australia. In line with existing safety and environmental legislative requirements, industry 

ensures it meets expectations relating to noise across exploration, mining, and developing operations.  

With strong references to planning and design legislation, the calculation of indicative noise is based 

on planning zones. It is important when finalised, this policy is well-communicated to other industries, 

including mineral exploration and mining, to ensure all affected stakeholders and groups are aware of 

changes and the calculation of applicable noise levels. 
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Definitions 

With the addition of the term ‘relevant land use’ to the draft noise policy framework, the determination 

of land use categories under the Policy will be an important task of the EPA. This categorisation will 

set the indicative noise level for a noise source, or the relevant allowable noise level for noise-affected 

premises.  

We welcome the development of non-statutory guidance materials including examples relevant to 

mining operations, such as drilling, to ensure the assignment of categories is being applied correctly, 

and without unintended consequences.  

Intermittent noise 

The proposed introduction of intermittent noise as a new noise characteristic could result in 

implications for industry. 

Industry undertakes extensive community and stakeholder engagement, including noise surveys, 

when developing projects. Noise limits, frequency and duration of disturbance are forecast and 

subject to rigorous assessments to ensure projects meet stakeholder and regulator expectations.  

With a rigorous legislative framework, South Australia’s recently reformed mining legislation should 

support risk-based regulation, ameliorating the need for duplicated reporting and penalties for 

monitoring of compliance, prior to undertaking enforcement actions.  

Final Comment 

AMEC appreciates the opportunity to provide a submission to the EPA’s consultation on the draft 

Noise Policy framework in South Australia, and welcomes further engagement with our emerging 

miners across the State. 

 

For further information please contact: 

Sam Panickar 

Manager – SA, AMEC 

0423 914 249 


