
 
 

To: Native Vegetation Council South Australia  

Re: Draft Heritage Agreement Policy 

16 December 2022 

 

Introduction  

AMEC appreciates the opportunity to provide a submission to the South Australian Native Vegetation 

Council’s Draft Heritage Agreement Policy consultation.   

About AMEC 

The Association of Mining and Exploration Companies (AMEC) is a national industry association 

representing over 540 member companies across Australia, with over 37 member companies with 

direct project interests in South Australia. Our members are mineral explorers, emerging miners, 

producers, and a wide range of businesses working in and for the industry. Collectively, AMEC’s 

member companies account for over $100 billion of the mineral exploration and mining sector’s 

capital value. 

Mineral exploration and mining make a critical contribution to Australia’s economy, directly employing 

over 274,000 people. In 2020/21 Industry generated a record high $301 billion in mining exports, 

invested $3.2 billion in exploration expenditure to discover the mines of the future, and collectively 

paid over $39.3 billion in royalties and taxes.  

In South Australia in 2021-2022(FY) mineral exploration expenditure was at an 8-year high at $122.3 

million, a 34% increase from the previous year, and $2.5 billion was spent on capital expenditure. In 

2020-21, over $237 million was generated in royalties from the $7.1 billion in mineral commodity 

sales, representing a record high.  

AMEC has a long-standing objective for increased clarity, certainty, efficiency and effectiveness of 

Native Title and cultural heritage processes to: 

▪ Ensure fair, equitable and quality negotiated outcomes and benefits for Aboriginal people, 

Governments and Industry;  

▪ Reduce delays and costs for all stakeholders;  

▪ Provide increased trust, integrity and confidence in decision making; and 

▪ Ensure compliance. 

These objectives are intended to enhance, and not diminish native title or cultural heritage values. 

Our commentary in this submission in no way seeks to diminish respect for Aboriginal heritage. 

Places which are sacred, ritual, or ceremonial sites of importance to Aboriginal people should be 

valued. Acts or processes that irreversibly damage or destroy these sites are to be avoided or 

resolved to the satisfaction of relevant parties. 



2 
 
 

Draft Heritage Agreement Policy 

General Comments 

AMEC welcomes and acknowledges that minerals in South Australia are owned by the entire 

community. The long-term, wide-ranging benefits and opportunities afforded to local and wider 

communities by these projects, should be open to Aboriginal people.  

South Australia’s multiple land use framework (MLUF) is a positive initiative, supporting the Council of 

Australian Governments (COAG) agreement to multi-land use, to balance the interests of multiple 

stakeholder groups in deriving long-term value from the land. Access to land underpins our industry’s 

ability to derive value from the State’s natural resources.  

Mineral explorers and miners across South Australia seek to work collaboratively to ensure best 

practice relationship building principles are upheld, to support long-term, positive relationships across 

the State.  

Land access  

Stable, affordable and timely access to land underpins the viability of a jurisdiction’s mineral 

exploration and mining sector. It is important that any proposed changes to the draft Heritage 

Agreement Policy and associated framework do not result in unintended consequences, making land 

access, which is already subject to extensive negotiation and agreement making, more challenging 

thus delaying the receipt of benefits to local communities. 

Maintaining a framework that considers the geological endowment of the State should address 

potential challenges that could arise from Heritage Agreements being able to be registered and / or 

entered into, that may unintentionally sterilise a mineral resource.  

A Mining Lease, granted under the Mining Act 1971 may be granted over the top of a Heritage 

Agreement, however mining activity is not permitted without a variation or termination of the Heritage 

Agreement. The proposed draft policy introduction to vary and / or terminate a Heritage Agreement to 

only be permitted in exceptional circumstances is expected to introduce an unnecessary cost and 

time impost, that does not consider the mineral exploration and mining industry’s regulatory 

framework.  This is an outcome that should be avoided. 

For example, while certain land uses may not be compatible with other industry uses, such as 

hypersaline groundwater, mineral resources beneath the ground’s surface can still be explored for 

and extracted, subject to robust regulatory approvals processes, to deliver benefits to the State.  

Industry recommends the current variation and / or termination process is maintained.  

Final Comment 

AMEC appreciates the opportunity to provide a submission to the draft Heritage Agreement Policy 

consultation. Maintaining an effective yet efficient regulatory framework will enable South Australia’s 

mineral exploration and mining industry to deliver long-term and wide-ranging benefits to South 

Australian communities, and we welcome further opportunities to collaborate.  
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For further information please contact: 

Sam Panickar 

Manager – SA, AMEC 

0423 914 249 


