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Another Blow for Mining in South Australia 

 

The Association of Mining and Exploration Companies (AMEC) is extremely disappointed with the South 

Australian Government’s rejection of Terramin (TZN)’s Mining Lease Application for their ‘Bird in Hand 

Gold Project’. 

“The announcement that the State’s most advanced mining project has not been approved to progress 

into development, is a major blow for the entire industry,” said Chief Executive Officer of AMEC, Mr 

Warren Pearce 

“It is a devastating result for the team at Terramin that have worked incredibly hard to deliver this project, 

through an exhaustive 5-year approvals process.”  

“This decision is a massive setback for the hopes of growing the mining industry in South Australia and 

reinforces a widely held view that South Australia isn’t serious about developing new projects.” 

“It also has major implications for the hopes of South Australia to attract new major project investment.”  

“Industry and investors will now rightly question whether it is worthwhile investing in South Australia, 

and whether the South Australian Government actually want mining investment.” 

“It will now be much harder for South Australia to attract new mining and mineral exploration 

investment.” 

“The South Australian Government purports to be seeking major investment in mining, hydrogen and 

renewable projects, but doesn’t seem to realise that these multi-billion-dollar investments will only be 

made in jurisdictions that are supportive of new developments.”  

“Companies, investors, investment funds and banks, don’t just look at the project in which they want 

to invest, they look at the place they are investing in.” 

“Actions speak louder than words. And if viable projects are rejected, regardless of their scale, the 

scientific evidence ignored, and decision made purely for political reasons, then this speaks to potential 

investors much louder than anything the South Australian Government can say.” 

“Terramin had undertaken a detailed public consultation process, and extensive technical expert 

reviews for this project, and the concerns outlined by the community and Government experts have 

been consistently and repeatedly addressed across a five-year period.” 

Since April 2017, the company has consistently engaged with requests from South Australia’s 

Department for Energy and Mining (DEM), the Department for Environment and Water (DEW), and the 

Environment Protection Authority (EPA) to provide additional technical advice relating to the Project. 

“The Company recognised the unique characteristics of the mine’s location and adopted plans to work 

with neighbouring wineries and communities, to ensure multiple land use could be effectively balanced 

and sensitively managed.” 



 

 

 

 

 

“If the South Australian Government can’t manage to approve a modest gold mine after 5 years of 

extensive assessment, how can it be expected to manage and approve the development of much larger 

and more complex projects?” 

“In an internationally competitive market, attracting investment into South Australia’s minerals sector 

has just become substantially harder,” said Mr Pearce.  

-ENDS- 

 

  


