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AMEC welcomes State’s $5 billion commitment to construct CopperString 2.0 

A decade of advocacy has finally paid dividends with the Queensland Government announcing it will 

begin construction on the long-awaited CopperString 2.0 Transmission Project. 

The Association of Mining and Exploration Companies (AMEC) CEO, Warren Pearce said “It is a 
major step forward in supporting Queensland’s critical minerals opportunity, and the commitment was 
especially welcome after 10 years of advocacy, from across all industries, to see the project built.” 

The $5B project will connect Mount Isa through to Townsville, providing reliable energy for communities 
and industry in between. Premier Annastacia Palaszczuk announced the 1100km project today, saying 
it is this government’s biggest investment to support economic development to date.  

“AMEC has been a strong advocate for CopperString 2.0, with many of our members seeking to 
develop new mining projects based in the economic zone between Mount Isa and Townsville,” said 
Mr Pearce. 

“This is an investment in critical economic infrastructure, that when complete, will reduce the cost for 
new projects to be developed, and will ultimately help unlock an incredible minerals opportunity for 
Queensland.”  

“AMEC will continue to work with the Queensland Government on removing cost and regulatory 
barriers, that along with major infrastructure investment, will be critical to getting new projects into 
development.”  

“The announcement of the first leg of CopperString 2.0 being built to Hughenden is welcomed and will 
deliver benefits and investment not only for exploration and mining, but for communities and 
agriculture situated along this corridor.” 

“In many ways, the CopperString 2.0 project is synonymous to investment decades ago in the Bowen 
Basin Railway, that was the catalyst to investment attraction and development of Queensland’s 
thriving coal industry.” 

And while the Queensland Treasurer has stated $500m of coal royalties has been allocated to this 
project, our support for the CopperString 2.0 project, should not in any way be interpreted as support 
for the massive coal royalty increase imposed by the Queensland Government.” 

“The Queensland government must immediately bring an end to the coal royalty cash grab, which is 
doing immense damage to the investment attractiveness of Queensland and will ultimately be 
extremely damaging for the Queensland economy.” 
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