
 

 

15 September 2026 

Queensland mining approval reforms a positive step towards a more efficient 

approvals system 

The Association of Mining and Exploration Companies (AMEC) welcomes the Queensland 
Government’s reforms to the Mining Lease Objections process as an important step towards 
a more efficient and workable approvals system for new resources projects. 
 
Introduced to Parliament today, the reforms address several longstanding concerns with the 
interaction between the Mineral Resources Act 1989 and Environmental Protection Act 1994 
and the way objections to mining lease applications are managed. 
 
AMEC Chief Executive Officer, Mr Warren Pearce said “These changes should help reduce 
unnecessary delay and uncertainty while maintaining appropriate opportunities for genuine 
community concerns to be considered. 
 
“Queensland has enormous resources potential, but projects need an approvals system that 
is efficient and focused on resolving genuine issues rather than creating unnecessary delay. 
 
“These reforms are a positive step towards getting that balance right.” 
 
Mining projects already face rigorous environmental assessment. Removing unnecessary 
overlap between environmental approvals and the mining lease process makes sense and 
should help deliver clearer and more timely decisions. 
 
AMEC particularly welcomes changes that better align the Environmental Protection Act and 
Mineral Resources Act (MRA) processes, including removing environmental impacts from 
the MRA assessment criteria where those matters are already considered through the 
Environmental Authority (EA) process.  
 
The reforms also provide for objections to be referred to the Land Court by the State, rather 
than automatically progressing at the direction of objectors. AMEC believes this is a positive 
outcome for industry and means only those communities and parties directly affected by a 
proposed project.  
 
Mr Pearce added, “An objections system should give people genuinely affected by a project 
a proper voice, but it should not provide an open-ended mechanism for projects to be 
delayed without good reason. 
 
“The objective must be a system where legitimate concerns are heard and dealt with, while 
projects that have met Queensland’s regulatory requirements can progress with confidence. 
 
“Every unnecessary year added to an approval process has a cost. It affects investment 
decisions and Queensland’s ability to turn its mineral endowment into new mines and 
economic opportunities.” 
 
AMEC also welcomes the transitional arrangements contained within the reforms, which 
should allow industry to benefit from the changes without unfairly removing existing rights 
from submitters.  
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This legislation is a step in the direction, but now implementation is the next critical step, 
where industry will want to see how the reforms operate in practice. 
 
Queensland needs a modern approvals system that protects communities and the 
environment while also recognising that efficient project development is essential to the 
State’s economic future. 
 
 
ENDS 
 
FAQs 
 
What changes are being made to Queensland’s mining approval process?  
The Queensland Government has introduced reforms to the Mining Lease Objections 
process aimed at making approvals for new resources projects more efficient and reducing 
unnecessary delay and duplication. The changes address the interaction between the 
Mineral Resources Act 1989 and the Environmental Protection Act 1994, as well as how 
objections to mining lease applications are managed.  
 
How will the Queensland mining reforms reduce duplication in environmental 
approvals?  
The reforms better align the Environmental Protection Act and Mineral Resources Act 
processes. Environmental impacts that are already considered through the Environmental 
Authority process will no longer also form part of the Mineral Resources Act assessment 
criteria, helping avoid unnecessary duplication.  
 
How will the reforms change objections to mining lease applications in Queensland?  
Under the reforms, objections to mining lease applications will be referred to the Land Court 
by the State rather than automatically progressing at the direction of objectors. AMEC 
supports a system that allows people genuinely affected by a project to have their concerns 
heard while preventing unnecessary or open-ended delays.  
 
Why are faster mining approvals important for Queensland?  
Lengthy approval processes can affect investment decisions and delay the development of 
new mines and economic opportunities. AMEC believes Queensland needs an approvals 
system that resolves legitimate issues efficiently while allowing projects that meet regulatory 
requirements to progress with confidence.  
 
Does AMEC support the Queensland Government’s mining approval reforms?  
Yes. AMEC welcomes the reforms as a positive step towards a more efficient and workable 
approvals system. However, implementation will be critical, and industry will be watching 
closely to see how the new arrangements operate in practice. 
 

For further background or interview please contact the following: 

Ryan Rampling, Nation Manager – Media & Communications – 0419 809 341 | 

ryan.rampling@amec.org.au  

mailto:ryan.rampling@amec.org.au

